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Cambridge Past, Present & Future
working to keep Cambridge special

A local charity working to keep Cambridge and its surroundings
special by positively influencing planning developments,
delivering environmental education and managing the green
spaces and historic buildings in its care — for the benefit of all.

Wandlebury Ring, Gog Magog Hills,
Babraham, Cambridge CB22 3AE
phone 01223 - 243830

e-mail enquiries@cambridgeppf.org

www.cambridgeppf.org
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Registered Charity No 204121. & FUTU RE

Non-profit making company limited by guarantee,
registered in England No 239835.

We manage the Reserve for food
production, public access & wildlife:

Farming

The Coton farm tenant works with
CambridgePPF to improve
understanding of food production,
wildlife-friendly farming and the
value of the countryside.

Public Access

CambridgePPF has turned arable
fields into accessible meadows

(27 acres/11ha) and created access
routes spanning 4 miles/6.5km.

Wildlife

Beetle banks: Look out for grassy
mounds in the middle of larger
fields. These provide an ideal
over-wintering habitat for many
insects and spiders. In spring these
creatures move into the fields to
feed on crop pests. The beetle
banks are also a good habitat for
animals preferring to nest in open
farmland, such as skylarks

and harvest mice.

Black Poplars: This important tree
is now one of the rarest native
timber species in Britain. Loss of
wet habitats, a lack of replanting
and scarcity of female trees have
resulted in the sharp decline of this
distinctive tree. CambridgePPF has
introduced young Black Poplars at
the reserve to support recovery of
this wonderful species.

Field margins and corners:
Throughout the year these areas
benefit wildlife offering insects,
birds and mammals food and
shelter during the winter, and
nesting and hiding places during
the summer. They are important
wildlife sanctuaries so no public
access is permitted.

Young trees and shrubs: Since
2004 volunteers have planted over
10,000 trees creating new hedges,
woodland corners and an orchard.
Further habitat improvements

are planned.

Why not become a member of CambridgePPF?

Benefits are:

- Supporting the Society’s planning watchdog activities -
working to keep Cambridge and its surroundings special

- Creating new publicly accessible green spaces, such as
the Coton Countryside Reserve

- Free entrance to our historic properties on Open Days
(Barnwell Leper Chapel, Bourn Post Mill,
Hinxton Watermill)

- Free parking at the Wandlebury Country Park

- Twice yearly newsletter

- Reduced-price entry at many events and activities
- Invitations to members-only events.



Coton Countryside Reserve -
Countryside on Cambridge’s Doorstep

Coton Countryside Reserve is located near the
village of Coton, just to the west of Cambridge. This
publicly accessible site is being created and
managed by local charity and membership group
Cambridge Past, Present & Future (CambridgePPF) —
formerly the Cambridge Preservation Society.

Covering more than 300 acres (120ha) of actively
managed pasture and agricultural land, Coton Countryside
Reserve offers quiet recreational opportunities for local
people within a working farm environment.

Managed to enhance the local landscape and benefit
wildlife, it is a great place to experience the changing
seasons, enjoy a leisurely walk or picnic, and admire
panoramic views across the historic Cambridge skyline
and surrounding countryside.

In the 1930s CambridgePPF acquired farmland at Coton,
which is now a designated part of the Cambridge

Green Belt.

Initial steps were taken to improve the landscape by
planting a number of trees and developing site

access. Work was halted by the onset of World War Il and
the need to purchase and improve land to the south of
Cambridge — now Wandlebury Country Park.

In the late 1990s, CambridgePPF members, staff and
volunteers turned their attention back to Coton gathering
support and eventually obtaining permission in 2003 to
create a new reserve. In summer 2003, initial financial
support was received from Marshalls of Cambridge Ltd.
Then substantial grants were obtained from the
government, local authorities, the University of
Cambridge, local companies and individuals including Miss
Audrey Martin, who left a generous legacy donation for
improvements at the reserve.

With initial funding in place, CambridgePPF and its
volunteers resumed work on the creation of diverse
wildlife habitats at Coton including woodland and
hedgerows, bird boxes and ponds, hay meadows and an
orchard. A visitor car park was also opened in 2008.

every day of the year.

Cambridgeshire
County Council

We are grateful for
support received
from our members,
volunteers and:

Coton Countryside Reserve is open to the public
for quiet recreation from dawn until dusk,

In 2010, CambridgePPF appointed a new farm tenant at
Coton. The Trumpington Farm Company is now continuing
to manage the land under a Countryside Stewardship
agreement with Natural England.

Wildlife-friendly farming techniques are being adopted
and new recreational routes have been introduced.
Walkers, cyclists, joggers, pram users, disabled people and
horse riders can now access the reserve from adjacent
public footpaths and bridleways, creating a major public
green space that is within easy reach of Cambridge and
nearby villages.

Over the next few years, CambridgePPF is planning
further improvements at Coton.

Funding is being sought for:

= Seating and informal fitness trail

« improved access including sustainable links with
nearby villages and the local bus network

= boundary improvements including tree planting

= surveys and management plans for wildlife
conservation and historical research

« habitat improvements with more orchards, enhanced
riverside habitats and environment-friendly
farming techniques

+ maintenance equipment to help staff and volunteers
manage paths and wildlife areas

« farm / education ranger to manage the site and run an
environmental education programme

= visitor car park with phase 2 improvements

« Reserve Centre with a ranger base, public toilets,
education rooms and visitor information.

Many people have been helping to create the
reserve — a local green space for people
and wildlife.

Join us and support the reserve —
for now and the future.

Enjoy your visit.
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Countryside on Cambridge’s Doorstep

Enjoy the open sky, panoramlc views and local countryside.
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Rectory Farm
Private land - access by kind perm|SS|on
granted by Mrs Bradford. Managed for
decades to enhance wildlife and first farmer to
gain Higher Level Stewardship in the region.
Permissive access for walkers is allowed only
along marked paths. Please do not stray off
these paths.

No horse riding or cycling permitted.

Dogs should be kept on the lead.

0 500m

Pear Technology Services Ltd; info@peartechnology.co.uk;
OS data based on 1:2500 Land-Line or 25000 Mid-scale with the
permission of the Controller of HMSO. Issue: COT1 April 2011.

Red Flags and Rifle Range

The Rifle Range is frequently used as a
training area for the army.

At no time is any public access permitted
except on the public bridleway leading to
the village of Barton.

When the red flags are flying,

the red lights are showing or the
sentries (lookouts) are in place at

either side of the Range DO NOT CROSS
THE RANGE as live ammunition is in use.

Rowan’s Walk is 2.6km/1.6
miles long and takes about 50
minutes (grass track). This easy
walk can be accessed from the car
park and near Coton village.

Bin Brook Walk is 1.4km/0.9
miles long and takes about 30
minutes (grass track). This easy
walk starts and finishes at the car
park.

View Point Walk is
2.9km/1.8 miles and takes about
an hour (grass track). This walk
involves some slopes/steps, and
starts and finishes at the car park.

Spine Route Walk is
2.4km/1.5 miles long and takes
about 50 minutes. The concrete
surfaced route is suitable for
cyclists, wheelchairs and
pushchairs. Follow the same track
in both directions from the car

public footpath
permissive footpath
= public bridleway
.= === permissive bridleway
@ notice boards with further
information
E’ woodland or hedge

""‘, orchard areas (young)

arable land Coton
accessible Countryside
meadow Reserve

or pasture land

Note - Any permissive access
routes may change. Look out for
busy farm machinery, uneven
ground and open water (ditches,
streams and ponds).

Events and activities

are held throughout the
year, please visit
www.cambridgeppf.org
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Coton Countryside Reserve

COTON RESERVE

Please use sustainable transport:

1 15, Public footpaths from West Cambridge, Newnham,
Location N

Coton, Barton and Grantchester

Q Coton foot/cycle path (Harcamlow / Wimpole Way);
cycle racks are at both main entrances to the Reserve
ge E Bus Citi 4 or others (stop at Coton Turn); or Madingley
Park & Ride; approx. 15minutes walk to Reserve
entrance from either bus stop

COT 1 — Issued April 2011

Martin Car Park access from Barton Road A603
(near M11 Junction 12)

Car park open: every day. Times may vary —
see our website for up-to-date opening times.
Post code CB23 7PZ or At the moment parking is free
Grant- Ordnance Survey grid Disabled access use Martin Car Park or Coton
chesté‘ reference TL 414 577. Footpath entrance and concrete surfaced track
through the centre of the Reserve

Countryside
Reserve

¥
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Horse rider route linked with bridleways
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Facilities for those with reduced mobility
The path from Martin Car Park to the nearby balancing pond is
suitable for wheelchair users. So also is the concrete farm
track close by which runs through the heart of the site,

passing arable fields, hedgerows and meadows. Regrettably, 22
no toilet facilities are yet available. Guide dogs are welcome.

Wildlife and scenic view point — why not bring
your binoculars

/
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Dogs must be kept on the lead

Toilets not currently available.
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Please respect the Reserve, its environment and our work.

To preserve the unique environment that is emerging at Coton Countryside Reserve we have

established a number of rules for visitors to adhere to (full list on notice boards):

+ Please keep dogs on leads to protect wildlife, cattle, sheep and fellow visitors; dog bins are provided at the main
entrances

¢ Supervise children at all times

+ Keep to the paths; please note that some meadows may be inaccessible if grazing animals are present

¢ Only cycle on the concrete track

+ Keep horse riding to specified routes only

+ Ball games and kite flying are not permitted on the hill meadow or grazed pastures

¢ Open fires / BBQs are not permitted

+ Please keep the Reserve tidy and take your litter home for recycling.

© CambridgePPF - artwork by Michael Wood www.michaelcwood.co.uk, all photography CambridgePPF.

The leaflet and map production is supported by:

THERE'S SOMETHING
FOR EVERYONE AT
THE PLOUGH COTON

HAND-MADE, HOME-COOKED & LOCALLY SOURCED GOOD FOOD

South
Cambridgeshire
District Council

Open Mondey to Saturday
Bam-5.30pm - Sunday
10.30-4.30pm

FREE DESSERT ON PRESENTATION OF THIS ADVERTISEMENT *
THE PLOUGH COTON

2 HIGH STREET, COTON, CAMBRIDGE CB23 7PL | T. 01954 210489
INFO@THEPLOUGHCOTON.CO.UK | WWW.THEPLOUGHCOTON.CO.UK

* COMDITIONS APPLY

An Extenslve Range of Fresh Frult and Vegetables Delivered to us Dally.
Plus Grocerles and Confectionary to Complete your Shopping Needs.

Outstanding Qualicy and Value.
Polhill Gerden Centre * Cambridge Road + Coton + CB23 7PJ jum o Madngey Roed
T: 01954 212178




