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02/09/2024 

 

Dear Mairead 

Response to 24/02949/FUL: Installation of substation at Land North Of Babraham Park and Ride, Cherry 

Hinton Road, Great Shelford 

Cambridge Past, Present & Future is Cambridge’s largest civic society. We are a charity run by local people 

who are passionate about where they live. We operate in the greater Cambridge area and working with our 

members, supporters and volunteers we: 

• Are dedicated to protecting and enhancing the green setting of Cambridge for people and nature. 

• Care about Cambridge and are an independent voice for quality of life in the strategic planning of Greater 
Cambridge. 

• Are working to protect, celebrate and improve the important built heritage of the Cambridge area. 

• Own and care for green spaces and historic buildings in and around the city for people and nature, 
including Wandlebury Country Park, Coton Countryside Reserve, Cambridge Leper Chapel & Barnwell 
Meadows, Bourn Windmill and Hinxton Watermill. 

 

Cambridge Past, Present & Future raise no objection in principle to this proposal, but the site is prominent 

on the lower slopes of the Gog Magog Hills and careful attention needs to be paid to the landscaping.  We 

make the following observations. 

• Planting palette:  Scots Pine is not native to the lowland Cambridgeshire landscape and on an exposed 
site on the edge of the City it will look out of place. Advise substituting the Pine with Tilia cordata (small 
leaved Lime) as it is more appropriate in our lowland landscape and as it matures it supports massively 
more biodiversity than Pine. 

• Planting Specification:  Given this is an agricultural field at present, a specification for the preservation 
and reuse of the existing good quality topsoil (stripping, storage and respreading) should be required, 
including storage marked on a plan and the decompaction of land following construction and before 
respreading.  

• Proposals for rabbit fencing or alternative protection will be required. 

• More needs to be detailed in the specification for watering of the trees planted at a larger size - essential 
to ensure establishment. 

 

I trust that you will take our comments into consideration. 

Yours sincerely 

Sarah Nicholas 

Principal Planning Officer 

 

Cambridge Past, Present & Future 

Wandlebury Country Park 

Cambridge CB22 3AE      
  

Phone   01223 - 243830   

www.cambridgeppf.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


