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Dear Nick 

Response to Consultation on latest designs for redevelopment of the Beehive Centre July 2024 

Cambridge Past, Present & Future is Cambridge’s largest civic society. We are a charity run by local people 

who are passionate about where they live. We operate in the greater Cambridge area and working with our 

members, supporters and volunteers we: 

• Are dedicated to protecting and enhancing the green setting of Cambridge for people and nature. 

• Care about Cambridge and are an independent voice for quality of life in the strategic planning of Greater 
Cambridge. 

• Are working to protect, celebrate and improve the important built heritage of the Cambridge area. 

• Own and care for green spaces and historic buildings in and around the city for people and nature, 
including Wandlebury Country Park, Coton Countryside Reserve, Cambridge Leper Chapel & Barnwell 
Meadows, Bourn Windmill and Hinxton Watermill. 

 

Cambridge Past, Present & Future reserve our position to comment on the revised plans when submitted to 

the planning authority.  In the meantime, we submit the following observations.  

We support that the cycle through-route is being improved by being changed to a direct, segregated 

cycle/pedestrian route through the centre of the site.  However, the width decreases from 4m to 3m for most 

of the length which is considered too narrow and confined to be safe. 

The redesign of the Coldham's Lane roundabout is welcomed, as this is a major barrier to cycling. However, 

the detail needs refining, e.g. when coming off the railway overbridge, the design does not allow you to turn 

right onto the bi-directional cycle lane; instead, you have to weave across oncoming cyclists to join the 

clockwise uni-directional cycle lane. 

We suggest that there needs to be a bus stop outside building 1 and over the road from it. These stops would 

better serve the east side of Coldhams Lane, which will continue to be an important destination. Stops here 

would also avoid buses needing to divert off the most direct and fastest route for people travelling through 

the area. The entire Beehive site is within 400m of this location, so another stop within the site is not 

required.  However, it may be desirable to have a stop centrally within the site for services that terminate 

here. We consider that the proposed bus stop between buildings 8 and 9 is poorly located to serve the whole 

site and is inefficient for buses to serve. We suggest that it would be better that buses loop around building 

10 with a bus stop between buildings 10 and 5. This location would still be visible from the key central space.   

We support the ambition to achieve BREEAM ‘outstanding’.  
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Cambridge Past, Present & Future - your local charity protecting the beauty of Cambridge and its environment Charity No 204121. 

I trust that you will take our comments into consideration. 

Yours sincerely 

Sarah Nicholas 

Principal Planning Officer 


