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Dear Sumaya 

Response to 24/03389/FUL: Erection of 8no new self-build and custom dwellings at Land R/O 94 High 

Street Meldreth  

Cambridge Past, Present & Future is Cambridge’s largest civic society. We are a charity run by local people 

who are passionate about where they live. We operate in the greater Cambridge area and working with our 

members, supporters and volunteers we: 

• Are dedicated to protecting and enhancing the green setting of Cambridge for people and nature. 

• Care about Cambridge and are an independent voice for quality of life in the strategic planning of Greater 
Cambridge. 

• Are working to protect, celebrate and improve the important built heritage of the Cambridge area. 

• Own and care for green spaces and historic buildings in and around the city for people and nature, 
including Wandlebury Country Park, Coton Countryside Reserve, Cambridge Leper Chapel & Barnwell 
Meadows, Bourn Windmill and Hinxton Watermill. 

 

Cambridge Past, Present & Future object to this development as we believe it would cause significant harm 

to the setting of two listed buildings, the Meldreth Conservation Area, the treescape, the River Mel and the 

amenities and open space that has been enjoyed by the village community over many years. 

The site adjoins the Meldreth Conservation Area along its west and part of its north boundary. There is a TPO 

tree belt within its north and east boundaries.  The River Mel, a rare Chalk stream, runs along its east 

boundary.  For centuries the site has been used as the route across the bridge from the much-walked 

footpath along the east bank of the River Mel, to the High Street and the Grade II listed British Queen public 

house.  The land on which it is intended to build the eight 'self/custom-built' dwellings might, at present, be 

considered a quintessential English meadow, where poultry and sheep graze amongst several fine mature 

trees.  The well-used Meldreth Croquet Club's lawn, set up in its present position in 1997, is in the middle of 

the site is enclosed by metre high wire fence. 

With reference to the Planning and Heritage Statement we make the following points- 

Page 3 states- “The site provides the community with amenity space, free of charge, for Croquet and Lawn 

Green Bowling. (It is worth noting that the existing Bowls facilities will be relocated and upgraded on the 

other side of the applicant’s site should this application be successful).”   Please ensure that the Croquet Club 

are consulted.  The site plan indicates an area allocated for Meldreth Croquet Club being less than a quarter 

the size of the existing croquet lawn.  It would therefore seem to be the case that the area being offered to 

the Croquet Club is insufficient to enable the club to continue.  This is an unacceptable reduction of this 

sports facility and would therefore contravene policy SC/3 of the Local Plan.   

Page 9 claims that the land for the proposed site is under-utilised.  We take issue with this comment, as it is 

evident that the area is well- used by livestock and provides a route that connects the River Mel footpath to 

the High Street and the Public House.  Its croquet lawn is a well-used sports facility.  The land to the east of 
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the High Street between the properties and the River is open and undeveloped.  The application site is part 

of this open space and serves an important function in enhancing the setting of the both the listed building 

and conservation area.  The erection of 8 dwellings and associated residential paraphernalia would result in 

the loss of this open space and have a detrimental effect on the listed buildings and conservation area 

contrary to policy NH/14.   

Page 12 claims that the site is within the village development envelope and refers to a plan that would 

suggest it is outside the village development envelope. The site lies outside the village development 

framework and therefore the development is contrary to Policy S/7 and this application does not meet any 

of the caveats set out in the policy.  The application appears to be justified in that it will provide additional 

income to enable the public house to continue operating.  However, it is not made clear how it can be 

guaranteed that the income will be used for this purpose.  Neither is there any justification for the need for 

self/custom build housing in Meldreth.   

Page 13 refers to the Arboricultural report. It is unclear from these documents whether trees are to be 

removed or not.  The Planning and Heritage statement refers to the arboriculture assessment of trees 

required to be removed yet the Arboricultural Report states- “No trees are required to be removed, the 

proposed construction has taken all arboricultural matters into account and is designed accordingly. The only 

work necessary is the possible removal of some of the lower limbs of Tree T7.”  

The arboricultural report states that there are no veteran trees, which is puzzling, as Tree T7 is a beautiful 

mature tree.   The Planning and Heritage Statement states that there are several trees on the site 'causing 

severe loss of light to neighbouring properties'.  It is difficult to understand how this might be the case or how 

this might justify removing them. 

We object to this development in principle because it lies outside the Development Framework. The 

development will harm the special character and distinctiveness of the Conservation Area and the 

significance of the listed building contrary to Policy NH/14.  It will result in the loss of a village facility contrary 

to Policy SC/3.  Building to the rear of the High Street and up to the river does not respect the landscape of 

the river valley and is therefore contrary to policy NH/2.      

I trust that you will take our comments into consideration. 

Yours sincerely 

Sarah Nicholas 

Principal Planning Officer 


