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16/04/2025 

 

Dear Katie 

Response to 25/01045/S73:  to vary, remove and discharge conditions at Land at Newbury Farm, 

Babraham Road, Cambridge 

Cambridge Past, Present & Future is Cambridge’s largest civic society. We are a charity run by local people 

who are passionate about where they live. We operate in the greater Cambridge area and working with our 

members, supporters and volunteers we: 

• Are dedicated to protecting and enhancing the green setting of Cambridge for people and nature. 

• Care about Cambridge and are an independent voice for quality of life in the strategic planning of Greater 
Cambridge. 

• Are working to protect, celebrate and improve the important built heritage of the Cambridge area. 

• Own and care for green spaces and historic buildings in and around the city for people and nature, 
including Wandlebury Country Park, Coton Countryside Reserve, Cambridge Leper Chapel & Barnwell 
Meadows, Bourn Windmill and Hinxton Watermill. 

 

Cambridge Past, Present & Future are disappointed to see the request to remove Condition 10 (Details of 

photovoltaic panels).  We consider that not using roofs for PV panels to be a lost and wasted opportunity. 

We note that the applicant has decided to concentrate the energy strategy with air source heat pumps 

(ASHPs) and a Fabric First approach and have therefore decided that photovoltaic (PV) panels are not 

required to meet the policy, planning conditions or building regulation requirements.   

PV panels on the roofs will reduce occupiers' carbon footprints, generate an income for them, and make it 

attractive for them to install a home battery, which would further reduce their carbon footprint, energy 

demand and costs.  

The applicant, This Land Ltd is owned by Cambridgeshire County Council.  The County Council declared a 

Climate and Environment Emergency in 2019, and the Vision for Cambridgeshire 2045 includes  

• We will live in a climate adapted and zero carbon homes 

• Our lives will be powered with 100% renewable energy 
We therefore consider that the County Council is setting a poor example to other developers by seeking to 

roll back planning commitments to the minimum required by policy.   

I trust that you will take our comments into consideration. 

Yours sincerely 

Sarah Nicholas 

Principal Planning Officer 

 

Cambridge Past, Present & Future 

Wandlebury Country Park 

Cambridge CB22 3AE      
  

Phone   01223 - 243830   

www.cambridgeppf.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cambridge Past, Present & Future - your local charity protecting the beauty of Cambridge and its environment Charity No 204121. 

To Cllr Nethsingha Lib Dem Leader of the Council 

Councillor Lorna Dupré - Liberal Democrat (Chair) Environment and green investment cttee 

Cllr Ros Hathorn Lib Dem (Chair) Assets and procurement cttee (Development and performance 

management of the Council’s land and property management strategies.) 

 

 

Cambridge Past, Present & Future are very disappointed to see that This Land, a company wholly owned by 

Cambridgeshire County Council has applied to remove the planning condition requiring solar panels to be 

installed on the roofs of 80 dwellings on the Eddeva Park development between Babraham Road and Worts 

Causeway (Planning application reference 25/01045/S73|S73). 

 

Although the houses will still be built to be energy efficient, we consider that not to use roofs for PV panels 

to be a lost and wasted opportunity. 

 

By not taking the opportunity to put PV panels on roofs, whether they be houses, offices or laboratories 

potentially means that more agricultural land will be needed for renewable energy production. 

We are seeing plans for large solar farms in Cambridgeshire, the latest ones being Low Fen Drove Way 

Horningsea and Kingsway Solar Farm in the vicinity of Balsham, West Wratting, Weston Colville and Weston 

Green.  CambridgePPF support the need to generate renewable energy but are concerned about the visual 

impact and potential loss of agricultural land through solar farms.  We therefore consider that every 

opportunity should be taken to use available roof space, even if carbon reduction targets in new 

developments are met by other means.   

 

The County Council declared a Climate and Environment Emergency in 2019, and the Vision for 

Cambridgeshire 2045 includes  

• We will live in a climate adapted and zero carbon homes 

• Our lives will be powered with 100% renewable energy 

We therefore consider that the County Council is setting a poor example to other developers by seeking to 

roll back planning commitments to the minimum required by policy.   

 


