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Dear Dominic 

Response to 25/00644/OUT: Erection of a two-storey extension comprising of 11no. Bed and Breakfast 

units at Lord Byron Inn, 22 Church Lane, Cambridge 

Cambridge Past, Present & Future is Cambridge’s largest civic society. We are a charity run by local people 

who are passionate about where they live. We operate in the greater Cambridge area and working with our 

members, supporters and volunteers we: 

• Are dedicated to protecting and enhancing the green setting of Cambridge for people and nature. 

• Care about Cambridge and are an independent voice for quality of life in the strategic planning of Greater 
Cambridge. 

• Are working to protect, celebrate and improve the important built heritage of the Cambridge area. 

• Own and care for green spaces and historic buildings in and around the city for people and nature, 
including Wandlebury Country Park, Coton Countryside Reserve, Cambridge Leper Chapel & Barnwell 
Meadows, Bourn Windmill and Hinxton Watermill. 

 

Cambridge Past, Present & Future object to the application on the grounds that the proposed extension is of 

an inappropriate scale to the Inn and is therefore contrary to Policy 61.   

The application lacks a Heritage Statement and Design and Access Statement to enable proper assessment 

of the impact of the proposals on heritage assets.   

The site lies within Trumpington Conservation Area and there are nearby listed buildings (the School House 

and the Old House) and opposite is 17-19 Church Lane, a building of local interest.   

Policy 61 requires development to preserve or enhance the significance of the heritage assets of the city, 

their setting and the wider townscape and be of an appropriate scale, form, height, massing, alignment and 

detailed design which will respect the character, appearance and setting of the locality.   

The existing rear extensions of Garden Room and function suite are subservient to the original building being 

single storey and the former being a glazed conservatory.   

Notwithstanding that the application is outline, the drawings indicate the form of development needed to 

provide 11 rooms.  The proposal is for a two-storey building which involves adding a first floor above kitchens 

and function suite and extending the building for ~16m.   

We consider that the proposed two-storey extension, is of disproportionate height and length, and would 

severely compromise the visual integrity of the original Inn. Its sheer size creates an overbearing presence, 

effectively dwarfing the pub and diminishing its inherent character. From the road, the extension's roofline 

would loom prominently, disrupting the established streetscape. Moreover, the southern view across the car 

park reveals the extension's imposing bulk, which completely overwhelms the Inn, rendering it a secondary 

element in its own setting. 
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We appreciate that the site is screened by trees, but this will be reduced in winter and is not an excuse for 

poor design.   

The proposed extension is therefore contrary to Policy 61.  We consider that this could be resolved by 

providing less bedrooms in a smaller extension.  

I trust that you will take our comments into consideration. 

Yours sincerely 

Sarah Nicholas 

Principal Planning Officer 


