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Dear Alice 

Response to 25/01014/FUL: Construction and operation of a temporary solar farm and energy storage 

system with associated works, equipment and necessary infrastructure at Land Off Low Fen Drove Way 

Horningsea 

Cambridge Past, Present & Future is Cambridge’s largest civic society. We are a charity run by local people 

who are passionate about where they live. We operate in the greater Cambridge area and working with our 

members, supporters and volunteers we: 

• Are dedicated to protecting and enhancing the green setting of Cambridge for people and nature. 

• Care about Cambridge and are an independent voice for quality of life in the strategic planning of Greater 
Cambridge. 

• Are working to protect, celebrate and improve the important built heritage of the Cambridge area. 

• Own and care for green spaces and historic buildings in and around the city for people and nature, 
including Wandlebury Country Park, Coton Countryside Reserve, Cambridge Leper Chapel & Barnwell 
Meadows, Bourn Windmill and Hinxton Watermill. 

 

Cambridge Past, Present and Future object to this application on the grounds that there is insufficient 

information for us to be confident the development will not result in adverse ecological affects. We consider 

that a number of amendments could be made to the application to overcome these objections.  

Our objections and concerns are supported by the following policies.  

Policy CC/2 requires developments for renewable energy generation to individually or cumulatively with 

other developments, to not have unacceptable adverse impacts on heritage assets (including their settings), 

natural assets, high quality agricultural land, the landscape, or the amenity of nearby residents.   

Policy NH/4 requires new development to maintain, enhance, restore, or add to biodiversity. Opportunities 

should be taken to achieve positive gain through the form and design of development. 

Policy NH/5 aims to protect sites of biodiversity importance. 

The site falls within part of the Cambridge Nature Network (CNN) known as the Wicken Fen Vision which 

aims to deliver nature recovery actions.  The Council’s Biodiversity SPD recognises the CNN as a biodiversity 

strategy and particularly references the Wicken Fen Vision.  

The Council is being faced with a number of applications for solar farms and need to balance the competing 

demands for land, whether it be renewable energy, nature recovery or food production.  However, in this 

instance there is a strategy which covers this area in the Cambridge Nature Network Wicken Fen Vision where 

wildlife improvement is highlighted, and which should therefore be prioritised in this location.   

The Wicken Fen Vision is an ambitious plan to create a diverse landscape for wildlife and people stretching 

from Wicken Fen to the edge of Cambridge. Details of the Vision are set out in Section 5.4 of the Cambridge 
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Nature Network Final Report (March 2021) (document to be sent separately).   The majority of the application 

site falls within an area identified for creating a nature corridor between Little Wilbraham Fen and Stow cum 

Quy Fen SSSI.   

The current arable landscape is intensively farmed.  There is an opportunity for the solar farm to reinstate 

lost hedges and trees and create new habitats and buffers around the County Wildlife Sites.  There also 

appear to be a number of water courses within or on the edge of the site and therefore the opportunity to 

improve and create wetland habitats connected to the existing drains such as Black Ditch should also be 

considered.   

We agree with the concerns of the Wildlife Trust that the development has the potential to adversely impact 

Low Fen Drove Way CWS.  We object to the proposed narrow buffer around the site and urge officers to 

negotiate revised plans to include wider buffer zones of flower rich habitats and associated hedgerows and 

trees to bring the site into favourable ecological condition.   

The application lacks detailed information on how the development will achieve the biodiversity net gain and 

how the existing and new ecological features will be managed and maintained during construction and for 

the 40-year life of the development.  Without this information it is difficult to assess the impact on the natural 

assets.   

The majority of the site is Grade 2 and Grade 3a agricultural land and is therefore considered ‘best and most 

versatile land’.  We therefore object to the site not incorporating an agricultural use.  Solar energy production 

can be combined with farming.  Certain crops can be grown underneath or between solar panels or the land 

can be used for grazing by sheep.  For the proposed species rich grassland to be managed for biodiversity it 

needs to be grazed, and we are therefore object that this is not proposed in the application.   

The Wicken Fen Vision identifies that there is a good network of public rights of way and permissive paths 

allowing for a variety of circular routes of different lengths.  However, it points out that the by-way along 

Low Fen Drove Way cannot be made into a circular walk.  The development could provide a community 

benefit by creating a footway link along the east-west section of the Drove Way CWS, through the new 

meadow to the east and then link to the Harcamlow Way near Stow cum Quy Fen.  

Policy CC/2 requires provision to be made for decommissioning once the operation has ceased, including the 

removal of the facilities and the restoration of the site.  Should the council be minded to approve the 

application, sufficient funds need to be properly secured so that the land can be reinstated to agricultural 

use at the end of the 40-year period.   

CambridgePPF would ask that a decision on the application is deferred until a Biodiversity Gain Plan and/or 

Landscape & Ecology Management Plan covering the full 40 years lifespan is submitted for consideration.  In 

addition, we would like to see amendments to the plan to help deliver the ambitions of the Wicken Fen Vision 

and to combine the use of the site with grazing.   

I trust that you will take our comments into consideration. 

Yours sincerely 

Sarah Nicholas 

Principal Planning Officer 


