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Nick.vose@marengocomms.com 

 

 

02/06/2025 

 

Dear Nick 

Response to Babraham Research Campus - second stage public consultation 

Cambridge Past, Present & Future is Cambridge’s largest civic society. We are a charity run by local people 

who are passionate about where they live. We operate in the greater Cambridge area and working with our 

members, supporters and volunteers we: 

• Are dedicated to protecting and enhancing the green setting of Cambridge for people and nature. 

• Care about Cambridge and are an independent voice for quality of life in the strategic planning of Greater 
Cambridge. 

• Are working to protect, celebrate and improve the important built heritage of the Cambridge area. 

• Own and care for green spaces and historic buildings in and around the city for people and nature, 
including Wandlebury Country Park, Coton Countryside Reserve, Cambridge Leper Chapel & Barnwell 
Meadows, Bourn Windmill and Hinxton Watermill. 

 

Thank you for inviting Cambridge Past, Present and Future to comment on your second stage consultation.  

There are a number of aspects of your vision and campus principles which we support, and trust will be 

delivered over time. 

Heritage: we support your aim to reinforce your connections with St Peter’s Church and for changes to 

respect the historic parkland and landscape.  

Nature: we support your plans to enhance the ecological value and biodiversity and increase access for 

people to enjoy the parkland and the land south of the river.   

Access: We support the promotion of active travel and public transport.  

When we met with you, we mentioned our concerns about buildings heights.  We therefore support you 

plans to maintain rooflines below the surrounding tree canopy. The new buildings nearest the A1307 

roundabout will be the most visible from the higher land of the Gog Magog hills to the north and from the 

river valley to the south.  The planting near the roundabout entrance should mitigate the visual impact of the 

buildings from the north.  Giving time for the tree and vegetation belt to grow before the development of 

the buildings would help shield them from long distance views sooner.   

These buildings will also be visible from paths to the south, following the river valley.  The land rises to the 

campus so the buildings could be particularly prominent.  Currently your landscape plan does not indicate 

any trees or hedgerows being planned for the southern boundary of the buildings.  We ask that you consider 

this in your plans.  

The design of the mobility Hub (Multi-Storey Car Park) needs careful attention as these buildings can be 

unattractive with little articulation and uninspiring facades.  Careful attention also needs so to be paid to 
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lighting in and around the car park to prevent light pollution in this rural setting, with its impact on the 

landscape and wildlife.   

I trust that you will take our comments into consideration. 

Yours sincerely 

Sarah Nicholas 

Principal Planning Officer 


