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Dear Project Team 

Response to Third Consultation on future phases of Eddington April 2025 

Cambridge Past, Present & Future is Cambridge’s largest civic society. We are a charity run by local people 

who are passionate about where they live. We operate in the greater Cambridge area and working with our 

members, supporters and volunteers we: 

• Are dedicated to protecting and enhancing the green setting of Cambridge for people and nature. 

• Care about Cambridge and are an independent voice for quality of life in the strategic planning of Greater 
Cambridge. 

• Are working to protect, celebrate and improve the important built heritage of the Cambridge area. 

• Own and care for green spaces and historic buildings in and around the city for people and nature, 
including Wandlebury Country Park, Coton Countryside Reserve, Cambridge Leper Chapel & Barnwell 
Meadows, Bourn Windmill and Hinxton Watermill. 

 

In response to your recent consultation, Cambridge Past Present & Future reiterate our previous comments 

that in planning the future phases of Eddington there is the opportunity to be bolder and allow more variety 

of design.  We consider that the forth coming planning application should include updated design codes and 

parameter plans which allow more variety of design and materials.  

We read that future phases will have a higher density, but the look and feel will be similar to that of the first 

phase. We suggested in our last response that more thought should be put into making the development as 

a whole more visually interesting.  We particularly note that buildings will range from 2 to 6 storeys with 

some being up to eight storeys, sensitively placed towards the centre of the development. We appreciate 

the care to be taken with locating the taller buildings but are concerned about their height in relation to 

those buildings already on site as well as their relationship to the skyline when viewed from a distance, 

particularly from the west.  Our concern is illustrated in the photograph appended to this letter.  It is a view 

of Eddington from Red Meadow Hill.  Red Meadow Hill lies within Coton Countryside Reserve which is owned 

and managed by CambridgePPF.  The Cambridge City Local Plan identifies Red Meadow Hill as a key strategic 

viewpoint.  The photograph clearly illustrates the uniform building height but also how the roofs just sit at 

the tree line.  The impact of 8 storey buildings on the skyline needs to be carefully considered.  8-storey 

square boxes would not complement Cambridge’s distinctive skyline that combines towers, turrets, chimneys 

and spires with large trees.  Taller buildings need to be elegant in form and not simply higher, bulky or 

orthogonal.  We would support a more sophisticated and aesthetically considered approach to the design of 

tall buildings, moving beyond basic height and simple, right-angled forms. 

Eddington has become a showpiece of good urban design, and its future phases can improve on this accolade.  

The development should visually interest or even intrigue the viewer whether that be close up or at a 
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distance. It is likely that there will be many more people viewing the development from a distance than from 

the streets within.  Future phases must therefore avoid presenting Eddington as a collection of box-like 

buildings and aspire to have a visual complexity and richness to interest and delight. We suggest that a revised 

design code should allow and encourage more ambitious buildings with asymmetrical buildings, juxtaposed 

buildings and more buildings with curves, elegant towers and domes. 

I trust that you will take our comments into consideration. 

Yours sincerely 

Sarah Nicholas 

Principal Planning Officer 

 

cc Guy Wilson Greater Cambridge Shared Planning Service 

 

See Photograph below … 

 



 

View of Eddington from Red Meadow Hill, Coton Countryside Reserve 

 


