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Dear Project Team 

Response to Consultation on future phases of Eddington 

Cambridge Past, Present & Future is Cambridge’s largest civic society. We are a charity run by local people 

who are passionate about where they live. We operate in the greater Cambridge area and working with our 

members, supporters and volunteers we: 

• Are dedicated to protecting and enhancing the green setting of Cambridge for people and nature. 

• Care about Cambridge and are an independent voice for quality of life in the strategic planning of Greater 
Cambridge. 

• Are working to protect, celebrate and improve the important built heritage of the Cambridge area. 

• Own and care for green spaces and historic buildings in and around the city for people and nature, 
including Wandlebury Country Park, Coton Countryside Reserve, Cambridge Leper Chapel & Barnwell 
Meadows, Bourn Windmill and Hinxton Watermill. 

 

Thank you for inviting CambridgePPF to your recent consultation events.   

We consider that in planning the future phases of Eddington there is the opportunity to be bolder and allow 

more variety of design.   

There are concerns that the current development appears very institutional with the development all the 

same height and same colour brick.  We consider that the design code could introduce variety in form, 

roofscape and use of a wider pallet of materials and colours.   

The overall character of the city’s skyline is one of relatively few taller buildings that emerge as ‘incidents’ 

above the prevailing lower buildings and trees.  Therefore, by allowing some elements to be taller would 

break the current uniformity of building height and complement Cambridge’s distinctive skyline that 

combines towers, turrets, chimneys and spires with large trees.  

Your consultation refers to maintaining the current gentle density, yet the proposals are to increase the total 

number of homes provided in Eddington.  It would therefore be useful to understand what you mean by 

‘gently density’ and the implications for open space and building design.  

Careful consideration needs to be given to the development edge and the longer distance views of the 

development.  One would normally expect the edge to be of a lower density.   

The buffer width beside the M11 must be maintained, to help deaden the noise from the motorway.  We 

consider that the landscaping should include many more spaces for strategically placed forest scale trees 

which will visually break up longer distance views of the development. 
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We urge you to consider delivering 20% Biodiversity Net Gain, in line with the aspirations of the City Council 

and South Cambs DC.  From a Biodiversity Net Gain perspective, there is a 10% margin of error on habitat 

creation. Therefore, to achieve genuine and meaningful BNG we encourage you to target 20%+.  

One of the justifications for allowing Eddington and the loss of Green Belt was the provision of university key 

worker housing.  It would therefore be interesting to know more about the tenure split.  How much of the 

University key worker housing is let to non-academic low paid staff? Is the length of tenure restricted?  If 

overall numbers are increased is there an opportunity to help meet needs of those on the Council Housing 

waiting lists? 

I trust that you will take our comments into consideration. 

Yours sincerely 

Sarah Nicholas 

Principal Planning Officer 


