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Response to East West Rail Consultation 2024 

Cambridge Past, Present & Future is Cambridge’s largest civic society. We are a charity run by local people 

who are passionate about where they live. We operate in the greater Cambridge area and working with our 

members, supporters and volunteers we: 

• Are dedicated to protecting and enhancing the green setting of Cambridge for people and nature. 

• Care about Cambridge and are an independent voice for quality of life in the strategic planning of Greater 
Cambridge. 

• Are working to protect, celebrate and improve the important built heritage of the Cambridge area. 

• Own and care for green spaces and historic buildings in and around the city for people and nature, 
including Wandlebury Country Park, Coton Countryside Reserve, Cambridge Leper Chapel & Barnwell 
Meadows, Bourn Windmill and Hinxton Watermill. 

 

General 

Significant further work is still needed to understand the localised impacts of the scheme and the options for 
mitigation. We have not been able to assess issues in any detail, given the high-level nature of the 
consultation material, and as such are unable to support any of the options unequivocally at this stage. We 
still believe that EWR should enter Cambridge from the north, to serve communities/growth to the north of 
the city and to reduce the impacts of EWR on the countryside. 
 
Biodiversity impacts: Concerns raised regarding potential impacts to Coldman’s Common County Wildlife Site 
due to the Cherry Hinton turnback location and Long Road County Wildlife Site due to the replacement bridge 
proposal at Long Road. EWR Co. are encouraged to increase the minimum biodiversity net gain target to 20% 
to match many of the recent infrastructure projects in and around Cambridge. 
 
Artificial lighting: Any new/additional artificial lighting has the potential to have an adverse impact. The 
impacts of light pollution arising from additional lighting at new or altered platforms, sidings and 
road/crossings/junctions should be fully assessed.  
 

Q16.  Croxton to Toft 

This stretch of the line has visual sensitivities that need careful consideration to mitigate the visual impact, 

during and after construction. 

We do not believe it is necessary to construct both the Cambourne to Cambridge Busway and East West Rail. 

The cumulative impacts of two large public transport infrastructure schemes (when the impact of the existing 

A428 is also considered) would very damaging. We have proposed an alternative public transport scheme 

between Cambourne and Cambridge which would be much less damaging (click here for details) and we 

would encourage you to press for this solution in order to reduce the overall cumulative environmental 

impact on the countryside to the west of Cambridge. 
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Q20. Comberton to Shelford 

Chapel Hill Tunnel: One of the significant improvements is to tunnel through chapel Hill.  However, it is 

suggested that the tunnel should be lengthened to reduce the visual impact of the portals into the tunnel.   

Area south of Hartson: It is considered that the proposed route south of Harston will be massively damaging 

to Harston and lead to urbanisation of the rural gap between Harston and Newton.  This rural gap which is 

part of the Cambridge green belt will no longer read as a gap with the total width of new additional and 

replacement operational rail lines and associated structures such as footbridges. We request that you 

consider ways to mitigate the impact.  There appears to be considerable land take in places but with no 

compensations.  We ask you to consider whether the existing rail land which becomes no longer needed 

because of the realignment of the route can be used for additional screening, landscaping, walking/cycling.  

Q21. Cambridge 

Cambridge Station: The central station building is a listed building and in a sensitive location – the proposed 
extension and added building should consider the impact upon the heritage assets. The proposals will need 
to be assessed against the benefit of this additional entrance, and the potential adverse impact upon the 
character of the area. Any changes to the Grade II listed station building will require a full understanding of 
the station’s architectural importance and history, with sympathetic designs being developed that reflect and 
respect this importance. We would welcome sight of this assessment and sympathetic designs at an early 
opportunity. 
 
Cambridge Station: With Cambridge Station increasing to 9 platforms and the subsequent increase in 

patronage, we consider that the works to Cambridge Station should include an eastern access to the station 

for the public (this has been a long held wish of a large number of people in Cambridge and therefore would 

be welcomed as an additional benefit of EWR).   

We are the owners and custodians of the Leper Chapel and Barnwell Meadows. It is unclear in your plans 

what is being proposed in this location. We request a meeting with your team so that this can be explained 

to us, we can then give our views on this. 

Likewise the plans don’t make clear the potential impacts on Stourbridge Common (City Wildlife Site) and we 

would like to understand the implications of widening the track going north.  

Cambridge East station: The proposal for a train turnback to the East of the City creates a potential 
opportunity for a new station in the vicinity of the Cambridge Airport proposed site allocation (Cambridge 
East) which could have a transformative impact on connectivity to and from this area of the city. However, 
any turn back at Cherry Hinton should also be future proofed so as not to preclude enhancement of the rail 
line east of Cambridge, which could further enable sustainable travel to and from the city. 
 

I trust that you will take our comments into consideration. I would be grateful if you could contact me to 

arrange a discussion about the potential impacts on our charity’s land and the heritage assets that we care 

for.  

Yours sincerely 

Sarah Nicholas 

Principal Planning Officer 


