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Dear Charles
Response to consultation on Origin — refurbishment of Robinson House, Cambridge Business Park

Cambridge Past, Present & Future is Cambridge’s largest civic society. We are a charity run by local people
who are passionate about where they live. We operate in the greater Cambridge area and working with our
members, supporters and volunteers we:

e Are dedicated to protecting and enhancing the green setting of Cambridge for people and nature.

e Care about Cambridge and are an independent voice for quality of life in the strategic planning of Greater
Cambridge.

e Are working to protect, celebrate and improve the important built heritage of the Cambridge area.

e Own and care for green spaces and historic buildings in and around the city for people and nature,
including Wandlebury Country Park, Coton Countryside Reserve, Cambridge Leper Chapel & Barnwell
Meadows, Bourn Windmill and Hinxton Watermill.

Thank you for inviting CambridgePPF to your Origin consultation.

We are particularly supportive of your plans to refurbish Robinson House as opposed to redevelop the site.
It is refreshing to see this approach, as elsewhere in Cambridge we see perfectly serviceable buildings being
redeveloped with the resultant use of energy and materials, and embodied carbon emissions. We hope that
this approach will continue across the rest of the Business Park.

We would ask that you give further consideration to the offer to the local community. You are proposing a
café, yet two further cafes are being proposed in nearby developments at Taylor Vinters Merlin Place and
Trinity Hall Farm Industrial Estate. We question whether this is what the community needs or wants. We
suggest that you talk to Ward Councillors and officers to find out what would really benefit the community.

We appreciate your ambitions for experimental landscaping, but we are concerned that the proposed areas
are too small to be successful and flourish. Without impeding pedestrian movement, is it possible to combine
some of the areas? Would a more limited palette of landscapes be more appropriate?

| trust that you will take our comments into consideration, and we look forward to being involved in the
future development of the Business Park.

Yours sincerely
Savah Nicholas

Principal Planning Officer

Cambridge Past, Present & Future - your local charity protecting the beauty of Cambridge and its environment Charity No 204121.



