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Response to consultation on Cambridge Retail Park 2030 Vision Plan; May 2025 

Cambridge Past, Present & Future is Cambridge’s largest civic society. We are a charity run by local people 

who are passionate about where they live. We operate in the greater Cambridge area and working with our 

members, supporters and volunteers we: 

• Are dedicated to protecting and enhancing the green setting of Cambridge for people and nature. 

• Care about Cambridge and are an independent voice for quality of life in the strategic planning of Greater 
Cambridge. 

• Are working to protect, celebrate and improve the important built heritage of the Cambridge area. 

• Own and care for green spaces and historic buildings in and around the city for people and nature, 
including Wandlebury Country Park, Coton Countryside Reserve, Cambridge Leper Chapel & Barnwell 
Meadows, Bourn Windmill and Hinxton Watermill. 

 

Cambridge Past, Present & Future support your aims for improving the environment of the retail park at the 

same time as improving the retail and leisure offer.   

We support prioritising the movement of pedestrians and cyclists over cars.  It is particularly important that 

conflict between pedestrians/cyclists and cars is minimised where cars are turning into the surface level car 

parks.  It is possible to remove car traffic from the Dining Street as this would significantly enhance the 

character of this area.   

We support the increase in soft landscaping.  Trees should be planted to give them sufficient space to grow 

to maturity.  

We are concerned about the building heights of the multi-storey car parks.  The planning application must 

be supported by verified views from the Leper Chapel and Stourbridge Common (river towpath) particularly 

for the northern car park and from Coldham’s Common for both north and south car parks. The long 

distance/elevated views may also be an issue as seen from the cumulative views demonstrated in the Beehive 

application.  If these taller buildings are found to harm the skyline of Cambridge when viewed from these 

sensitive locations, then the design of these buildings needs to be reconsidered.   

The design of the future new F&B/leisure building facing Newmarket Road should avoid being a large and 

dominant building overshadowing the two storey domestic dwellings opposite.  

Historically CambridgePPF have supported the release of surface level car parking for development and 

submitted an outline proposal for the re-development of the car parking area on both sides of Coldham’s 

Lane during the public consultation for the 2018 Local Plan.  We considered that the sites are suitable for 

mixed development including residential through the provision of a multi-storey facility and by allowing 

parking beneath the residential blocks which are raised on columns.  We still suggest that this should be an 

approach you consider in relation to the retail park.  

 

Cambridge Past, Present & Future 

Wandlebury Country Park 

Cambridge CB22 3AE      
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Cambridge Past, Present & Future - your local charity protecting the beauty of Cambridge and its environment Charity No 204121. 

I trust that you will take our comments into consideration. 

Yours sincerely 

Sarah Nicholas 

Principal Planning Officer 


