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16/07/2025 

 

Dear Dominic 

Response to 25/02161/FUL: Demolition of 1970s library and replacement with new library and social and 

study spaces and including re-provision of bridge to the Bodley Library at Christs College, Christs College 

Library St Andrews Street Cambridge 

Cambridge Past, Present & Future is Cambridge’s largest civic society. We are a charity run by local people 

who are passionate about where they live. We operate in the greater Cambridge area and working with our 

members, supporters and volunteers we: 

• Are dedicated to protecting and enhancing the green setting of Cambridge for people and nature. 

• Care about Cambridge and are an independent voice for quality of life in the strategic planning of Greater 
Cambridge. 

• Are working to protect, celebrate and improve the important built heritage of the Cambridge area. 

• Own and care for green spaces and historic buildings in and around the city for people and nature, 
including Wandlebury Country Park, Coton Countryside Reserve, Cambridge Leper Chapel & Barnwell 
Meadows, Bourn Windmill and Hinxton Watermill. 

 

Cambridge Past, Present & Future do not object to the proposed development but raise some comments for 

consideration. 

We note that the Design and Access statement (page 33) states that detailed design of the chimneys along 

Christ’s Lane can be subject to further discussion and talks about designing a vertical ventilation slot.  

However, the Christs Lane elevation drawing does not show this.  Should the Council be minded to grant 

permission for the development, clarification is needed as to which chimney design is being approved.  We 

would support a design which creates an elegant profile and slenderer visual proportions.  

We question how successful the design of the Bodley Bridge is.  We consider that the bridge doesn’t appear 

as part of either the Bodley Library or the new library but rather an incongruous bolt on to both buildings.  

We also suggest that consideration should be given to the bottom of the window being frosted glass to 

prevent voyeurism and upskirting.  

CambridgePPF are aware that local residents are submitting comments in relation to impacts on their 

amenity and the Council are asked to take these comments on board.  

I trust that you will take our comments into consideration. 

Yours sincerely 

Sarah Nicholas 

Principal Planning Officer 

 

Cambridge Past, Present & Future 

Wandlebury Country Park 

Cambridge CB22 3AE      
  

Phone   01223 - 243830   
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