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Response to Consultation on the Future of Cambridge Science Park 

Cambridge Past, Present & Future is Cambridge’s largest civic society. We are a charity run by local people 

who are passionate about where they live. We operate in the greater Cambridge area and working with our 

members, supporters and volunteers we: 

• Are dedicated to protecting and enhancing the green setting of Cambridge for people and nature. 

• Care about Cambridge and are an independent voice for quality of life in the strategic planning of Greater 
Cambridge. 

• Are working to protect, celebrate and improve the important built heritage of the Cambridge area. 

• Own and care for green spaces and historic buildings in and around the city for people and nature, 
including Wandlebury Country Park, Coton Countryside Reserve, Cambridge Leper Chapel & Barnwell 
Meadows, Bourn Windmill and Hinxton Watermill. 

 

Cambridge Past, Present & Future welcome the plan-led approach to guide the long-term development of 

Cambridge Science Park.   

It is our view that the framework plans and design codes which will form the planning application must 

incorporate the following points: - 

1. It is vital that the master plan explains the phased implementation over the decades. With a 50-year 
vision for the park, the piecemeal development approach presents significant challenges of coherence. 
This is complicated by the fact that the timeline is driven by when tenancies end rather than planning 
logic.  With some buildings remaining while others are redeveloped or modified, there is a risk of 
incremental change without a unified vision.   

2. Design Guides/Codes need to strike the right balance between detail and flexibility.  Building technology 
and materials will evolve significantly over 50 years.  The types of users and the needs of occupiers will 
also change.   

3. Parameter plans must ensure new buildings respect the context of the site, having regard to its edge of 
city location and potential impact on the historic skyline of Cambridge.  Cambridge has a distinctive 
skyline that combines towers, turrets, chimneys and spires with large trees. The overall character of the 
city’s skyline is one of relatively few taller buildings that emerge as ‘incidents’ above the prevailing lower 
buildings and trees.  Parameter plans and design specifications must prevent a development of large, 
uninspiring blocks of uniform height.  Setting a maximum height will result in all the buildings being 
constructed to this height.  Instead, architecturally innovative and inspiring buildings which incorporate 
tall (where height is greater than vertical length) and lower elements must be delivered. 

4. The master plan must show how the development will connect to the surrounding neighbourhoods, 
Cambridge Regional College, transport hubs, and other employment sites.  

5. The community benefits must be genuine enhancements and have the potential to make a real 
improvement to the lives of residents in the neighbouring wards.   
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a. The application should include a community engagement strategy.  Consultation can often be 
superficial involvement.  There is a need for genuine community engagement throughout the 
planning and delivery of each stage of the Science Park’s future.  

b. We support the provision of the green spaces, and that the early phases include refreshing 
existing spaces and creating new public areas. The design specifications should set out how the 
existing greenspace is going to be enlarged and enhanced.  It should clearly explain how this is 
going to be made a welcoming space 24/7.    Getting the landscaping planted early, means that 
it is already established before the development takes place.   

c. There is the potential for the success and growth of the Science Park to help address the 
inequality of north-east Cambridge.  Kings Hedges is one of the most deprived wards in 
Cambridge, and pockets of extreme deprivation are also found in parts of Arbury and Chesterton.  
We would support proposals which raise educational standards, such as partnering with 
Cambridge Regional College and/or Cambridge Academy for Science and Technology; and help 
meet any deficiencies in social and health infrastructure.   
 

In conclusion we strongly encourage you to ensure that the planning application includes a master plan that 

clearly articulates phased implementation over the 50-year horizon. Crucially, the application must reflect 

a commitment to high-quality design that avoids uniform, uninspiring buildings, instead prioritizing 

innovative buildings that respect Cambridge's distinctive skyline. Furthermore, the submission should not 

view community benefits as an afterthought; it must include a robust community engagement strategy and, 

in the early phases, deliver tangible enhancements to green spaces and social infrastructure for north-east 

Cambridge. We will support plans which will revitalise Cambridge Science Park as an exemplary, integrated, 

and valuable asset to the entire city. 

I trust that you will take our comments into consideration. 

Yours sincerely 

Sarah Nicholas 

Principal Planning Officer 


