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Response to consultation on Kingsway Solar Farm in the vicinity of Balsham, West Wratting, Weston 

Colville and Weston Green, October 2025 

Cambridge Past, Present & Future is Cambridge’s largest civic society. We are a charity run by local people 

who are passionate about where they live. We operate in the greater Cambridge area and working with our 

members, supporters and volunteers we: 

• Are dedicated to protecting and enhancing the green setting of Cambridge for people and nature. 

• Care about Cambridge and are an independent voice for quality of life in the strategic planning of Greater 
Cambridge. 

• Are working to protect, celebrate and improve the important built heritage of the Cambridge area. 

• Own and care for green spaces and historic buildings in and around the city for people and nature, 
including Wandlebury Country Park, Coton Countryside Reserve, Cambridge Leper Chapel & Barnwell 
Meadows, Bourn Windmill and Hinxton Watermill. 

 

Cambridge Past, Present & Future are submitting the following comments in addition to our comments made 

on 10 December 2024.  

We acknowledge the urgency of the climate emergency and the critical need to transition towards renewable 

energy sources. However, our views on this specific proposal are founded on the need to balance this against 

the impact on the environment.  

Scale, Visual Impact, and Land Use 

A primary concern is the industrialisation of attractive rolling countryside due to the project's scale. While 

we support renewable energy, this must be balanced against the loss of agricultural land and the detrimental 

impact on the landscape character. The visual impact studies are currently limited to a 3km radius. We believe 

this is insufficient, as the site is likely to be visible in more distant views, including from locations such as 

Little Tree Hill. We strongly recommend that the visual impact assessment be expanded to accurately reflect 

the true extent of visibility. From the findings of this impact assessment, it may be necessary to omit further 

areas to reduce the impact on long distant views.  

Public Access and Rights of Way 

The proposal must ensure that the existing network of Public Rights of Way (PRoW) is not only maintained 

but enhanced to offer opportunities for increasing the network. Crucially, PRoW should not be boarded by 

security fencing. If a boundary is necessary alongside a footpath, it should be enhanced with sensitive 

hedgerow planting to integrate with the rural landscape. 

Infrastructure and Decommissioning 
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We have serious reservations regarding the visual impact of overhead pylons to Burwell South substation on 

the landscape. We urge the developer to consider upgrading the existing pylon line or placing both the 

existing and any new lines underground rather than installing new pylons. 

Furthermore, a significant point of concern is the decommissioning of the site. A ring-fenced fund must be 

guaranteed to cover the entire cost of site restoration and removal of all infrastructure, including the solar 

panels, associated buildings and boundary fencing. Clarity is required on what happens to the pylons 

specifically when the site is decommissioned. 

Biodiversity and Site Management 

If the intention is for the grassland beneath the panels to increase biodiversity, the developer needs to 

provide a clear and detailed plan for how this grassland is to be managed throughout the site's lifetime. A 

commitment to specific, proven management techniques is required, not just a broad statement of intent. 

Community Benefit and Water Management 

We believe the proposed level of community benefit payments should be reconsidered. We suggest the 

developer aims for a target of £5,000/MW/year to match the levels secured from the fossil fuel industry in 

Scotland. 

Finally, the proposal should thoroughly address water management and the implications (and potential 

benefits) on the water table and local drainage, providing a detailed assessment of any impacts. 

I trust that you will take our comments into consideration. 

Yours sincerely 

Sarah Nicholas 

Principal Planning Officer 


