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Response to 25/03974/HFUL: Solar PV Panel array on barn roof at Home Farm. High Street, Babraham 

Cambridge Past, Present & Future is Cambridge’s largest civic society. We are a charity run by local people 

who are passionate about where they live. We operate in the greater Cambridge area and working with our 

members, supporters and volunteers we: 

• Are dedicated to protecting and enhancing the green setting of Cambridge for people and nature. 

• Care about Cambridge and are an independent voice for quality of life in the strategic planning of Greater 
Cambridge. 

• Are working to protect, celebrate and improve the important built heritage of the Cambridge area. 

• Own and care for green spaces and historic buildings in and around the city for people and nature, 
including Wandlebury Country Park, Coton Countryside Reserve, Cambridge Leper Chapel & Barnwell 
Meadows, Bourn Windmill and Hinxton Watermill. 

 

Cambridge Past Present and Future are concerned about the impact of this development on the character of 

the conservation area and architectural significance of the curtilage listed building. Although CambridgePPF 

are supportive of solar panels on roofs this needs to be balanced against the great weight given to the 

conservation of historic assets. 

The site lies with Babraham Conservation Area and within the curtilage of a listed building.  Policy NH/14 

requires development to sustain and enhance listed buildings and conservation areas.  Policy NH/14 deals 

specifically with renewable energy measures and requires heritage significance to be adequately 

safeguarded.  

The south facing roof of the barn is very prominent and marks the entrance to the Conservation Area from 

the Linton Greenway footpath/cycleway.  Although modern, the roof and clay pantiles, are traditional in 

nature and make a positive contribution to the character and quality of the conservation area.  We agree 

with the views of the Council’s conservation officer who states “installing a large PV array over [the tiles] will 

detract from this attractive elevation, with the dark, flat finish of the array being an obtrusive juxtaposition 

against the orange colour and organic texture of the tiles”.   We therefore consider that the proposal is 

contrary to policies NH/14 and NH/15.  

I trust that you will take our comments into consideration. 

Yours sincerely 

Sarah Nicholas 

Principal Planning Officer 
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Wandlebury Country Park 

Cambridge CB22 3AE      
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