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Response to South Cambs and City Council’s Climate and Nature strategy 

Cambridge Past, Present & Future is Cambridge’s largest civic society. We are a charity run by local people 

who are passionate about where they live. We operate in the greater Cambridge area and working with our 

members, supporters and volunteers we: 

• Are dedicated to protecting and enhancing the green setting of Cambridge for people and nature. 

• Care about Cambridge and are an independent voice for quality of life in the strategic planning of Greater 
Cambridge. 

• Are working to protect, celebrate and improve the important built heritage of the Cambridge area. 

• Own and care for green spaces and historic buildings in and around the city for people and nature, 
including Wandlebury Country Park, Coton Countryside Reserve, Cambridge Leper Chapel & Barnwell 
Meadows, Bourn Windmill and Hinxton Watermill. 

 

I would like to register a response to your consultation. We don't currently have the time/capacity to fully 

respond to your survey but would like to register some feedback/comment in relation to nature recovery: 

• We are very supportive of both council's making nature protection and recovery a key priority. 

• Both councils are part of the Cambridge Nature Network, which is both a local nature recovery 
strategy for the Cambridge area and a partnership that is working to double nature. It is 
disappointing that there is no mention of this initiative anywhere in either strategy, not least as it 
has helped to provide funding to support the city council's nature recovery work and funding to 
deliver nature recovery in South Cambs (delivered via the voluntary sector). It would be great to 
see both council's publicly supporting this initiative through their strategy documents, perhaps as 
an example of working in partnership with the voluntary and private sectors to help secure 
investment into nature in our area. 

• The main challenge to increasing nature recovery in our area is a financial one: principally funding 
for landowners/managers to make changes to their land use/management. This does not seem to 
be recognised in both council's strategies. A strategy ought to set out how it would address such 
challenges but neither really attempts to do this. This is particularly relevant in South Cambs 
District, the council has little land of its own it but seems to take that as a financial saving rather 
than using the funds that a council would usually spend on its parks to support other 
landowners/managers to make changes to local green spaces and nature. South Cambs Council 
provides only very small grants for nature, which are of limited use in making significant change. 
Action 3.12 makes no reference to funding to land managers, only to 'villages'. 
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• The greater Cambridge area is fortunate to have some excellent nature conservation organisations 
carrying out some amazing work with almost no support from their councils. It would be nice for 
the strategies to either recognise this work or, ideally, to provide more support to them - in 
particular grant funding to enable them to increase or speed up their nature recovery work. 

I trust that you will consider this feedback as part of your consultation. 

Best wishes 

 

James Littlewood 
Chief Executive 
 


