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Response to Newmarket Road Travel Hub Consultation 2025 

Cambridge Past, Present & Future is Cambridge’s largest civic society. We are a charity run by local people 

who are passionate about where they live. We operate in the greater Cambridge area and working with our 

members, supporters and volunteers we: 

• Are dedicated to protecting and enhancing the green setting of Cambridge for people and nature. 

• Care about Cambridge and are an independent voice for quality of life in the strategic planning of Greater 
Cambridge. 

• Are working to protect, celebrate and improve the important built heritage of the Cambridge area. 

• Own and care for green spaces and historic buildings in and around the city for people and nature, 
including Wandlebury Country Park, Coton Countryside Reserve, Cambridge Leper Chapel & Barnwell 
Meadows, Bourn Windmill and Hinxton Watermill. 

 

Cambridge Past, Present & Future maintains its objections to the principle of a travel hub in this location, and 

we also have objections regarding the design, environmental impact, and sustainability of the current 

proposal. 

1. Travel Hub site 
Our preference remains that the existing Newmarket Road P&R should be retained, and compulsory 

purchased, if necessary, because: 

• the capacity of the existing site could be increased if the additional car parking spaces were provided 

through a decked or multi-storey parking system. This was an option that was developed as part of 

the options appraisal for the Cambridge South West Park & Ride. 

• It is a much better location for Park & Cycle. This site is closer to Cambridge and is already well 

served by a cycle route to the city centre (which can be reached without having to cross the busy 

Newmarket Road). No new infrastructure is required to facilitate this. 

• The site is already well screened, and investment has been made in the infrastructure. 

• It doesn’t involve building in green belt countryside. 

CambridgePPF does not support the principle of building large park and ride car parks in green belt 

countryside on the edge of the city because:   

• Park & Ride encourages car journeys and therefore a new large P&R will result in an increase in 

carbon emissions.  This is not compatible with zero carbon planning. 

• Park & Ride competes with public transport (this results in a vicious circle of reducing patronage, 

which in turn reduces service frequency, which in turn reduces patronage, etc). A more 
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environmentally sustainable approach is to support better public and active transport from 

surrounding areas. 

• It can have a detrimental impact on landscape, ecology and heritage, both directly from the building 

of these facilities and their associated infrastructure (such as lighting), and indirectly by attracting 

other development (for example, the location of the Milton P&R was used to justify the development 

of a new police station in the green belt). It is effectively a form of urban sprawl. 

If a Green Belt site is to be pursued, our preference is for the site to be located north of the A14 because: 

• Commuters would be intercepted earlier in their journey, reducing traffic on the A1303. This principle 

has already been applied at Milton P&R and the Cambridge South West P&R.  

• It would be closer to the A14 and would therefore help to keep development within a corridor which 

already has significant transport infrastructure.  

• A location could be identified which would serve as a future car park for visitors to the National 

Trust’s Wicken Fen Vision and other future recreational provision in this area, which will result from 

the Airport development.  

Notwithstanding our objections in principle, we raise the following objections and comments on the current 

proposal. 

2. Design and Infrastructure Objections 
 

Over-Engineered Design and Lack of Landscaping 

The current design appears over-engineered with an excessive focus on maximising the number of parking 

spaces to the detriment of landscaping and green infrastructure. We urge the GCP to redesign the layout so 

that it increases the amount of landscaping to visually break up the ranks of parking spaces. 

Call for Solar Panel Integration 

The proposal lacks forward-thinking sustainability features. We strongly advocate for the integration of solar 

panels installed as canopies over some of the parking spaces. This would provide renewable energy 

generation and shelter, mirroring the successful design implemented at the Babraham Park & Ride site.  

3. Environmental and Ecological Concerns 
 

Impact on Little Wilbraham Fen SSSI 

We have serious concerns regarding the proximity of the proposed site to the Little Wilbraham Fen SSSI.  The 

SSSI is approximately 1km from the western boundary of the travel hub. The SSSI is managed to maintain a 

mosaic of fen, reedbed, wet grassland, open water, and scrub habitats. The reserve supports several bird 

species including common crane.   

Given the ecological sensitivity and the presence of a legally protected species, this proximity presents a risk 

of disturbance and habitat degradation.  It is important that the travel hub does not lead to increased visitor 

numbers to Wilbraham Fen.  Boundary treatment of the travel hub should discourage people from walking 

out of the hub, such as from the balancing pond maintenance track, and around the fields to access 

Wilbraham Fen.  

We object to any lighting that could cause light spillage, glare, or skyglow that impacts the SSSI. Artificial light 

at night has been proven to disrupt nocturnal wildlife, including feeding and nesting behaviour. Any required 

lighting must be low intensity, directed downwards and ideally limited to operational hours only. 

Surface Water Management and Run-off 
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The current design for the balancing pond is too utilitarian. A more naturally shaped pond with diverse 

marginal planting would significantly enhance both the landscape value and the ecological function of the 

site, providing new wetland habitat. 

It is essential that the balancing pond is designed to prevent the downstream watercourses and the nearby 

SSSI being affected by pollutants from the parking area.   

Access and Hedgerow Concerns 

The plan involves the breaching of existing hedgerows to create the necessary access points. Hedgerows are 

vital ecological corridors and habitat features. Ideally existing breaks in the hedgerow or tree belt should be 

used. Where breaches are unavoidable, like-for-like replacement and compensatory planting using native 

species must be guaranteed as part of the scheme. 

It is unclear how easily and safely cycles will be able to access the site. The map does not indicate where the 

cycle parking will be or any segregated cycle lanes within the site.  

I trust that you will take our comments into consideration. 

Yours sincerely 

Sarah Nicholas 

Principal Planning Officer 


