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Response to Phase 3 consultation on Fens Reservoir 

Cambridge Past, Present & Future is Cambridge’s largest civic society. We are a charity run by local people 

who are passionate about where they live. We operate in the greater Cambridge area and working with our 

members, supporters and volunteers we: 

• Are dedicated to protecting and enhancing the green setting of Cambridge for people and nature. 

• Care about Cambridge and are an independent voice for quality of life in the strategic planning of Greater 
Cambridge. 

• Are working to protect, celebrate and improve the important built heritage of the Cambridge area. 

• Own and care for green spaces and historic buildings in and around the city for people and nature, 
including Wandlebury Country Park, Coton Countryside Reserve, Cambridge Leper Chapel & Barnwell 
Meadows, Bourn Windmill and Hinxton Watermill. 

 

The following comments are submitted in respect of the Madingley connection point: proposed corridor for 

underground pipeline and proposed location for a service reservoir near Madingley. 

Cambridge Past, Present & Future own land adjacent to the existing service reservoir at Madingley (parcel 

reference CB332430).   

This land is a mature tree belt, which makes an important contribution to the character of the landscape in 

that location and shields the existing service reservoir.  Cambridge PPF wish to ensure that the infrastructure 

works conserve and enhance the ecological value of the site.  The notation for the new service reservoir on 

the brochure and interactive map makes it difficult to understand at which point along Long Road the pipeline 

will enter the site of service reservoir.  

Cambridge PPF have no objection in principle to the underground pipeline and new service reservoir but will 

want the development take place without any loss or damage to the existing trees and hedgerow.   

Cambridge PPF would object to the development if it involved the loss or damage to the tree belt.  However, 

we would support the installation of the infrastructure either by way of using trenchless techniques deep 

enough not to damage the tree roots and/or to be located using the existing breaks in the tree belt.  Similarly, 

the new service reservoir should be located so as not to damage or remove any of the trees around the site.  

The ecological value of the meadow within the site needs to be assessed and loss mitigated.   

We note the proposal for a new overflow pipe from the service reservoir to Bin Brook and we would like to 

draw your attention to the following 

1. The Bin Brook is a local flood priority for the Environment Agency due to damage to property 

downstream. This is caused by flash flooding due to rapid run-off of water into the Brook from the 

catchment. Therefore, any new outflow would need to be prevented from discharging during or after 

periods of heavy rainfall in order to avoid exacerbating flooding. One option to avoid this would be to 

build an attenuation scheme at the bottom of the slope before the outfall entered the Bin Brook, this 
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could also function as a habitat creation scheme with added benefits. We understand that landowners 

are willing to give their land for this, providing that they are adequately compensated. An attenuation 

pond that also captured field run-off would help to address the ongoing flooding. 

2. The Bin Brook is also suffering from low water flows during summer months which is negatively impacting 

the ecology of the Brook, therefore there is the potential for an outflow to add water during these periods 

which could be of benefit. 

3. Although the Bin Brook is not a chalk stream, it is spring fed from near Hardwick. We are assuming that 

any discharge would be treated water, but we would like confirmation that is the case, in order to avoid 

contaminating the water (even with water of different chemical composition). 

 

Yours sincerely 

Sarah Nicholas 

Principal Planning Officer 


