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Response to Consultation on North Cambridge Framework for Change

Cambridge Past, Present & Future is Cambridge’s largest civic society. We are a charity run by local people
who are passionate about where they live. We operate in the greater Cambridge area and working with our
members, supporters and volunteers we:

e Are dedicated to protecting and enhancing the green setting of Cambridge for people and nature.

e (Care about Cambridge and are an independent voice for quality of life in the strategic planning of Greater
Cambridge.

e Are working to protect, celebrate and improve the important built heritage of the Cambridge area.

e Own and care for green spaces and historic buildings in and around the city for people and nature,
including Wandlebury Country Park, Coton Countryside Reserve, Cambridge Leper Chapel & Barnwell
Meadows, Bourn Windmill and Hinxton Watermill.

Overall Cambridge Past, Present and Future support the ambition and core objectives of the proposed
redevelopment scheme. The opportunity to deliver much-needed additional housing, provide improved
commercial premises, and execute a general upgrade in community spaces is supported. We welcome the
commitment to improving the local environment and amenity. However, we have a number of concerns and
suggestions about the replacement green space, and the design of the park and the buildings.

Open Space and Green Infrastructure

Our primary concern relates to the proposed quantum and quality of replacement open space, particularly
in relation to the existing Arbury Road green space.

Replacement Open Space Quantity

We note the scheme's approach to replacing the existing open space. We contend that the proposed pocket
parks along Arbury Road are, to all intents and purposes, narrow green spaces situated along a busy road.
They are unsuitable to be included as a functional, useful replacement for existing amenity green space. Their
primary function should be limited to acting as a necessary landscape buffer between the road and the new
buildings, and their design should maximise potential for increased biodiversity.

Therefore, the proposals must demonstrate that the net loss of useable open space is of an equivalent or
greater quantity and an equal or better quality in accordance with Policy 67 of the Cambridge Local Plan.

Design and Functionality of the New Park

The proposal to incorporate the replacement park within the housing development is supported, as a park
that is overlooked by surrounding housing and commercial premises will naturally benefit from improved
surveillance and passive security, addressing a major shortcoming of the current Arbury Road site.
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However, the final design requires careful consideration to ensure its resilience and utility:

e Materials and Resilience: To mitigate the potential for overuse and wear in a relatively small space
surrounded by many potential users, the design should avoid an excessive reliance on grassed areas.
Consideration should be given to incorporating more hard-paved areas and exploring interesting
changes of level.

e Sustainable Drainage: The design must include the integration of dual-purpose, year-round usable
Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) areas to manage surface water effectively while adding
aesthetic and ecological value.

e Play Provision: We recommend the inclusion of two distinct play spaces: one specifically designed for
younger children and another provision tailored for the needs of older children and teenagers.

e Ecology and Shade: The proposals for the new park must include the planting of a large species,
feature tree to provide essential shade and shelter, and to offer a tangible benefit to the local
ecology.

e Pedestrian and Cycle Safety: Cycle and pedestrian routes crisscrossing the park must be designed
with sufficient width to allow for clear segregation between users, prioritising safety and
accessibility.

Community Facilities

The critical issue of teenage engagement and well-being must be robustly addressed within the scheme. We
strongly urge the Council to work with other stakeholders in the provision of a youth centre to provide a safe,
accessible, and positive space for young people in the community.

Commercial Premises and Amenity

Supermarket Design and Interface:

The supermarket elevation onto the park must be designed as an active frontage with an attractive and
welcoming appearance. It is crucial that this elevation does not present as a back-of-house service area.

Service Yard Visibility:

We note that the Supermarket Service Yard appears to be referenced only in the key and not clearly
demarcated on the main plan. Clarity on the location and screening of this service area is required to ensure
it does not negatively impact the surrounding amenity.

Residential Parking and Built Form

The overall arrangement of the residential blocks appears to be dominated by the requirements for surface
parking and vehicular access. We urge the Council to seriously consider the inclusion of underground or
basement parking solutions. This strategic modification would liberate valuable ground-level land, allowing
a greater dedication of space to green amenity areas and enhancing the quality of the public realm.

| trust that you will take our comments into consideration.

Yours sincerely
Sarah Nicholas
Principal Planning Officer
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