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Response to 25/04634/OUT: Outline application (all matters reserved apart from access) for mixed-use 

development at Babraham Research Campus  

Cambridge Past, Present & Future is Cambridge’s largest civic society. We are a charity run by local people 

who are passionate about where they live. We operate in the greater Cambridge area and working with our 

members, supporters and volunteers we: 

• Are dedicated to protecting and enhancing the green setting of Cambridge for people and nature. 

• Care about Cambridge and are an independent voice for quality of life in the strategic planning of Greater 
Cambridge. 

• Are working to protect, celebrate and improve the important built heritage of the Cambridge area. 

• Own and care for green spaces and historic buildings in and around the city for people and nature, 
including Wandlebury Country Park, Coton Countryside Reserve, Cambridge Leper Chapel & Barnwell 
Meadows, Bourn Windmill and Hinxton Watermill. 

 

Cambridge Past, Present & Future (CPPF) supports the careful development of the Babraham Research 

Campus. We are generally supportive of the submitted Design Code; however, we wish to raise several points 

of concern and provide specific recommendations to ensure the development respects its rural setting and 

historic assets. 

Housing and Community Provision 

• Occupancy Controls: We note the proposal for housing to be provided via a mixture of full and 

discount market rent for Campus workers. It is imperative that occupancy is strictly controlled via 

legal agreement to ensure these units remain available for employees in perpetuity. 

• Retail and Amenities: We support the expansion of the Nursery and the provision of a community 

building. To enhance the sustainability of the site and to benefit the village, we strongly advocate for 

a small convenience shop. We encourage the Babraham Institute to provide financial underwriting 

for this venture until it reaches commercial viability. 

Design, Landscaping, and Visual Impact 

The campus sits in a sensitive landscape between the Gog Magog Hills and the river valley. Our concerns 

include: 

• Northern Boundary (A1307): New buildings near the A1307 roundabout will be highly visible. We 

require that structural landscaping along the entrance road is specifically designed to mitigate the 

visual impact from the north. 
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• Phasing of Soft Landscaping: The current Design Code (Section 7) delays the majority of access road 

landscaping to Phase 2 (years 3-8).  

We request that this be brought forward to Phase 1 to allow vegetation to establish before the R&D 

buildings are constructed. 

• Southern Sensitivity: The R&D Expansion Neighbourhood is prominent from the river valley paths to 

the south. While we welcome the Design Codes for green infrastructure, the south-western 

elevations must be treated with extreme sensitivity. 

• Mobility Hub (Multi-Storey Car Park): To avoid an uninspiring, monolithic appearance, the facade 

requires high-quality articulation. Furthermore, a strict lighting strategy is essential to prevent light 

pollution in this rural setting, protecting both landscape character and local wildlife. 

Impact on Heritage Assets (Objection) 

CPPF objects to the proposed extension of Building B540. The proposed height parameters (15m AOD plus 

3m flues) would result in a building that negatively impacts the setting of the Grade I listed Church of St 

Peter. The extension will be visible from the churchyard, compromising the experience of this heritage asset. 

Existing modern encroachments on the church’s setting should not serve as a justification for further 

inappropriate development.  

We request the masterplan be revised to relocate or redesign this element. 

Highways and Transport 

We hold significant concerns regarding the accuracy of the Transport Assessment (TA): 

• Inaccurate Traffic Data: The TA (Table 7-3) reports minimal queuing at the A1307 access roundabout. 

This contradicts real-world data when traffic queues back to Copley Hill Business Park in peak time 

evenings and back to Four Went Ways roundabout at peak time morning. A 16% increase in vehicle 

movements will exacerbate these delays.  

A new collection of traffic data must be undertaken to accurately reflect peak-time delays and 

queuing at the main access junction. 

• Junction Signalization: The A1307 roundabout should be signalized to balance campus flows and 

must include bus detection technology to provide priority. 

• Mobility Hub/car park: The plans show the mobility hub as an integral part of the car park. The two 

do not need to be co-located. The location of the mobility hub should be chosen to optimise travel 

by sustainable modes, in particular those arriving at and leaving the Campus by bus. 

• Public Transport Optimization: While we welcome the inclusion of bus stops within the campus, 

however, the route must not unduly delay through-passengers (e.g., those traveling between 

Haverhill and the Biomedical Campus). 

• CSET Claims: We believe the claims regarding the CSET Phase 2 scheme are exaggerated. Connections 

from the busway will be at the P&R, which will be over a mile on foot through the village to the west-

most Campus building; or from the stop in Sawston, which will be around two miles away on foot. 

I trust that you will take our comments into consideration. 

Yours sincerely 

Sarah Nicholas 

Principal Planning Officer 


