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Response to 25/04716/FU: Demolition of existing garage building and erection of 8 No. dwellings and a 

commercial unit (class E(c), E(g)) at 55 Ditton Walk Cambridge 

Cambridge Past, Present & Future is Cambridge’s largest civic society. We are a charity run by local people 

who are passionate about where they live. We operate in the greater Cambridge area and working with our 

members, supporters and volunteers we: 

• Are dedicated to protecting and enhancing the green setting of Cambridge for people and nature. 

• Care about Cambridge and are an independent voice for quality of life in the strategic planning of Greater 
Cambridge. 

• Are working to protect, celebrate and improve the important built heritage of the Cambridge area. 

• Own and care for green spaces and historic buildings in and around the city for people and nature, 
including Wandlebury Country Park, Coton Countryside Reserve, Cambridge Leper Chapel & Barnwell 
Meadows, Bourn Windmill and Hinxton Watermill. 

 

Cambridge Past, Present and Future, do not object to this development but suggest additional soft 

landscaping to the rear of the site to benefit views of the site from the Conservation area and increase 

biodiversity.  

The site is located adjacent to the Riverside and Stourbridge Common Conservation Area.  Policy 61 requires 

development to preserve or enhance the significance of the heritage assets of the city, their setting and the 

wider townscape, including views into, within and out of conservation areas.   

This rear of the site and therefore the residential element of the application overlooks and is visible from 

Barnwell Meadows.  Barnwell Meadow forms part of Riverside and Stourbridge Common Conservation Area.  

It is a green spur off Stourbridge Common and Ditton Meadows which extends to Newmarket Road.   It is an 

important landscape feature and a significant wildlife corridor.   

CambridgePPF, own and manage the meadows as part of the setting of the Leper Chapel.  As part of a new 

Chisholm Trail project, in 2018 we took back the management of the meadows, and we are working to 

enhance their biodiversity. Since then, we have planted 300m of new hedge, installed bird boxes and re-

instigated meadow management through grazing with livestock. The new Chisholm Trail runs adjacent to the 

meadows.  We are keen to ensure that the rural character of Barnwell Meadows is retained and any 

development on Ditton Walk does not introduce inappropriate urban elements.  

The redevelopment of 69-77 Ditton Walk (granted permission in 2007) and now known as Maltings Close is 

an example of development which is visually obtrusive when viewed from the Meadows and Chisholm Trail 

and negatively impacts the rural character of the Conservation Area.  We consider it is important to learn 

from this development when considering this application.   
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This application does involve the removal of a large dominant commercial building and replaces it with a less 

bulky residential building, designed with stepped massing and mono pitched roof which breaks up its bulk.  

The residential building is also set further back than the existing building by between ~ 1.7-2.8m.  

The application site is on higher land above the brook and the meadows, and is only partially shielded by the 

trees along the Brook.  We therefore consider that the impact of the development on the Conservation Area 

should be mitigated by the planting of trees along the north-western boundary of the site to compliment the 

proposed living willow fence. The soft landscaping plan shows the landscaping between the flats and the 

boundary as grass.  As noted above Barnwell Meadows are an important wildlife corridor and additional 

planting would be to the benefit of wildlife and contribute to the biodiversity net gain of the development.   

I trust that you will take our comments into consideration. 

Yours sincerely 

Sarah Nicholas 

Principal Planning Officer 


