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Response to consultation on Bottisham Greenway — Riverside July 2026

Cambridge Past, Present & Future is Cambridge’s largest civic society. We are a charity run by local people
who are passionate about where they live. We operate in the greater Cambridge area and working with our
members, supporters and volunteers we:

e Are dedicated to protecting and enhancing the green setting of Cambridge for people and nature.

e (Care about Cambridge and are an independent voice for quality of life in the strategic planning of Greater
Cambridge.

e Are working to protect, celebrate and improve the important built heritage of the Cambridge area.

e Own and care for green spaces and historic buildings in and around the city for people and nature,
including Wandlebury Country Park, Coton Countryside Reserve, Cambridge Leper Chapel & Barnwell
Meadows, Bourn Windmill and Hinxton Watermill.

Cambridge Past, Present & Future (CPPF) strongly supports the proposed infrastructure improvements to the
Riverside corridor as part of the Bottisham Greenway scheme. To ensure the project delivers the highest
possible standard of placemaking, climate resilience, and active travel prioritisation, we wish to make the
following comments:

1. High-Quality Design and Material Consistency

The section of footpath between Abbey Road and Priory Road, completed in 2011, was constructed using
premium paving materials and continues to wear exceptionally well. Given the high visual profile and heavy
footfall along the Riverside corridor, it is vital that the continuation of this footway is constructed to match
the exact style, specification, and high quality of the 2011 section. Utilising matching, durable materials is
essential to maintain visual continuity and ensure long-term structural integrity.

2. Strategic Tree Planting and Climate Adaptation

While we strongly welcome the green landscaping principles proposed for the Greenway, the corridor
remains vulnerable to extreme heat and exposure.

We ask that the final landscaping scheme incorporates strategic tree planting to provide essential canopy
shade for users and to actively boost local biodiversity. The successful inclusion of three trees in the existing
section between Abbey Road and Priory Road provides an excellent local precedent that should be replicated
along Riverside. This planting must be sensitively designed to remain mindful of underground utility
constraints and the protection of existing residential views.

3. Effectiveness of Raised Table

The proposed raised table between Saxon Road and River Lane is considerably long, which may inadvertently
fail to reduce vehicular speeds effectively. Given that the scheme proposes the removal of parking bays from
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this narrow section, the functional necessity for through-car traffic is heavily diminished. We therefore ask
the project team to evaluate the substantial safety and environmental benefits of restricting general car
access from this specific section, diverting vehicular traffic via Saxon Road and River Lane instead. Filtering
out unnecessary vehicular movements in this manner is the most effective mechanism to truly prioritise
pedestrians and cyclists.

| trust that you will take our comments into consideration.

Yours sincerely
Sarah Nicholas

Principal Planning Officer
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